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Application/Control Number: 09/234,255 
Art Unit: 2173 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 l/SC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

PateSS shan not be Segatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 8, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hall (pat. # 5,805,166). 

Claim 1 is rejected. The Applicant teaches, "a progress area used to indicate the 
progress of a process being monitored" while Hall demonstrates a window wherein the 
user can monitor the progress of a process (fig. 1b; col. 3, lines 30 - 35). Both provide 
a graphical area for tracking progress. The Applicant teaches "a progress indicator that 
divides the progress area into a first part of the progress area and a second part of the 
progress area, where the first part of the progress area corresponds to the amount of 
completion of the process being monitored." Hall an indicator within the scroll bar 
designated for tracking progress (fig. 1 b; col. 3, lines 30 - 35). The area located left of 
the said indicator is used for tracking completion. The Applicant teaches, "information, 
in addition to the progress of the process, visibly in the first part of the progress area." 
Hall teaches display areas containing information regarding the data being processed 
(fig. 1b). This information on the window graphic can be interpreted as being a part of 
the said first part of the progress area when the progress area is interpreted as being 
the entire window. It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the 
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time of the invention for information in addition to the progress of the process visibly 
display in the first part of the progress area because doing so can provide the user 
relevant information while using screen space more efficiently. 

Claim 2 is rejected. Hall teaches a progress area in the form of a rectangle (fig. 
1 b). The "progress indicator" bar takes on the form of a rectangle. 

Claim 5 is rejected. Hall teaches the first part of the progress area in a first color 
and the second part of a progress area in a second color and the progress indicator 
defined by the change in color between the first part of the progress area and the 
second part of the progress color (fig. 1b). The portion of the "progress indicator" bar 
indicating the portion of the process having been completed is in a darker color than the 
remaining portion of the said "progress indicator" bar. It would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the art for the first part of a progress area 
to be of a different color than the second part of the said progress area because doing 
so improves readability of progress data. 

Claim 6 is rejected. Hall teaches a progress indicator being a line dividing the 
first part of the progress area from the second part of the progress area (fig. 1 b). The 
vertical line found within the indicator bar is the "line" dividing the first part of the 
progress area from the second part of the progress area. This "line" is the actual 
progress indicator. 

Claim 8 is rejected. Hall demonstrates in the figure a progress indicator that 
moves in a linear direction (fig. 1b; col. 3, lines 30 - 35). 
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Claim 10 is rejected. Hall teaches the rationale of the first three steps of claim 10 
in rejected claim 1. Hall teaches a progress bar where progression is displayed (fig. 
1b). When the process is through processing, the system stops processing (fig. 1b; col. 
3, lines 30 - 35). This is the widely accepted practice in the art whenever a file of data is 
being processed. 

3. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hall (pat. 
# 6,038,588) as applied to claim 7 above, and further in view of MS Outlook 97. 

Claim 7 is rejected. Hall fails to teach any type of uncovering that is the next line 
of text in a story. MS Outlook calendar provides a scroll bar that allows for the 
progressing through a calendar wherein the user can view a history (p. 23). The 
Applicant fails to describe the type of "story " accessed. Further, the claim language 
does not require the story progression to be automatic and free from human 
intervention. Activating the scroll feature does bring about a procession of progress. It 
would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to uncover the next line of a text in a story because doing so allows the user to view 
forthcoming events. 

Claim 3, 4, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hall (pat. # 6,038,588) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Marks 
(pat. # 6,097,390). 

Claims 3 and 4 are rejected. Hall fails to teach progress area taking on the 
shape of a half circle or half ellipse. Marks demonstrates displaying the flow of data 
using a partly circular or partly elliptical display (fig. 4a, 5a, 4c, 5c). It would have been 
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obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provides a 
progress area that is either a half circle or a half ellipse because doing so provides a 
progress indicator representative of a traditional analog progress indicator. 

Claim 9 is rejected. Hall fails to teach an indicator that can be considered 
angular. Marks teach an indicator that can be considered angular (fig. 4a, 5a, 4c, 5c). 
The cursor like progress indicators taught by Marks uses an angle based symbol to 
indicate to the user progress. It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to provide a progress indicator that is angular 
because doing so resembles a traditional analog progress indicator. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J Joseph whose telephone number is 703-305- 
2277. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca, can be reached on 703-308-31 16. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7238 
for regular communications and 703-308-7239 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 
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